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Publisher’s Note 

We are excited to present the September 
2018 edition of our Community of Practice 
newsletter. We would like to thank everyone 
for their continuous support, and we look 
forward to all the great things that result 
from our Community of Practice.  

Thank You 

Knowledge is of now power unless you put it into 
practice.  

-Anton Chekhov 

CoP Director Welcome  

Welcome to the September 2018 Communities of Practice Newsletter. September has 
been an exciting month at the National Center for Medical Education, Development 
and Research. Research is at the core of the Communities of Practice at the National 
Center for Medical Education, Development and Research.  

 
Please visit our website www.ncmedr.org to view our virtual calendar and sign up for 
webinars and other educational opportunities. The success of our Communities of 
Practice happens because of active member engagement. We thank you for staying 
connected with us via our newsletter, social media, webinars, weekly meetings, and 
on campus events. Our commitment to transforming medical education for vulnera-
ble populations is an ongoing process and we embrace this journey each day thanks 
to you. 

This year progresses our goal continues to include the enhancement of communica-

tion among our established communities of practice that will promote the widespread 

enhancement of a high quality, primary care workforce and produce better health 

outcomes for LGBT, homeless and migrant worker populations. With your support, 

this is possible. Thank you for staying connected with us. We look forward to working 

with you all throughout 2018.   

 

Sincerely,  

Dr. Katherine Y. Brown, Director, Communities of Practice 

http://www.ncmedr.org


NCMEDR Faculty Highlight 

Wansoo Im, PhD 

Data Manager, Associate Professor, 

Department of Family and 

Community Medicine 

School of Medicine 

Dr. Im specializes in developing decision support systems 
using a public participatory approach to Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS). He has pioneered the use of 
interactive, web/mobile-based GIS to support community-
based participation and research on a wide range of social 
and environmental issues. Dr. Im previously served as co-
director of the Environmental Health Core of the HDRCOE 
at Meharry. Dr. Wansoo Im joined the faculty at Meharry 
Medical College on a full time basis in 2016 to lead the 
National Community Mapping Institute and curate public 
health exposome dataset with complete metadata.    

He teaches interactive mapping skills to teachers, high school and 
college students, and members of community organizations across 
the country. Dr. Im consults with non-profit and governmental 
agencies about creating and using location-based databases to 
address community issues. He has been invited as a keynote speaker 
for various health and GIS conferences. 

Dr. Im earned his PhD in Urban Planning from Rutgers University in 
2001, a Masters in Urban and Regional Planning from the University 
of North Carolina, Chapel Hill in 1990, and his BS in Urban Planning 
in 1988. He has an in-depth knowledge about building support 
systems for transportation decision-making, and modeling watershed 
resources. Dr. Im is most proud of his web portal, http://
www.imrivers.org, which is currently being used by multiple 
environmental organizations across the United States. His 
community participatory mapping project of operating gas stations in 
the wake of Hurricane Sandy got media attention including NBC-
NYC, Huffington Post, and other federal governmental agencies in 
2012. His work on community participatory internet mapping was 
featured in The New Yorker magazines well as Urban Regional 
Information System Association’s News in 2006. 

Above: An exam ple of a m ap that Dr. Im  created  

http://www.imrivers.org/
http://www.imrivers.org/


 Interview with Ken Kraybill, MSW 

KB: Thank you, Ken for  taking tim e out of your  schedule to be featured 
on our Communities of Practice BLOG. As one of our Communities of Practice 
Members, we appreciate the contributions that you make to the National Center for 
Medical Education, Development and Research to help us in our goal to transform 
medical education. 

KK: My pleasure. 

KB: Each m em ber  of our  Com m unities of Practice has a diverse 
background. When I first met you I was presenting at the National Health Care for 
the Homeless Council Conference, you shared some of the work that you are doing. 
Can you share your educational and professional background and the skills that you 
bring to the Communities of Practice? 

KK: I’m a social worker by training and have worked in healthcare, behavioral 
health, homelessness and housing for the past 35+ years. After stepping away from 
18 years of providing direct care in homeless services (in Seattle, WA), I’ve been 
focusing my energies over the past two decades on developing curricula and 
facilitating in-person and online training nationally on topics including motivational 
interviewing, trauma-informed care, outreach and engagement, case management, 
critical time intervention, supervision, and finding resiliency and renewal for care 
providers. 

KB: As a participant at the 2nd Annual Communities of Practice Conference that 
we recently held in Nashville, TN can you share with me thoughts on the overall 
conference? 

KK: Participating in the conference w as a very enjoyable and stim ulating 
time for exploring ways to improve medical education as it pertains to providing care 
for homeless, LGBT, and migrant worker populations. Several things stood out to 
me: 

I loved the emphasis on becoming more authentically “patient-centered” in the 
practice of medicine. Apparently, an idea whose time has arrived! J 

I was also appreciative of the frequent mention of Motivational Interviewing as a 
useful practice approach for health providers, particularly when engaging patients in 
conversations about self-management and behavior change. I’ve personally come to 
believe that Motivational Interviewing is one of the most foundational and 
transformative approaches in all of healthcare, behavioral health, and human 
services. 

I welcomed the strong emphasis on increasing medical students’ understanding of 
the impact of trauma (including complex/developmental, insidious, and historic 
trauma) and helping them learn trauma-informed, patient-centered approaches. 

Of particular interest to me were Althea Stewart’s keynote on the origins and 
significance of the ACE (Adverse Childhood Experiences) study and Christopher 
Layne’s keynote on interpersonal violence across the life course – especially the work 
he’s doing to examine the impact of ACEs as they occur in different stages of a child’s 
development. 

I was also heartened to learn that sources of trauma that were absent in the original 
ACE study are increasingly being incorporated in more recent ACE studies: racism, 
witnessing violence outside the home, bullying, losing a parent to deportation, living 
in an unsafe neighborhood, involvement with the foster care system, experiencing 
homelessness, living in a war zone, moving many times, witnessing a sibling being 
abused, witnessing a father/caregiver/extended family member being abused, 
involvement with the criminal justice system, attending a school that enforces a zero-
tolerance discipline policy. 

KB: W hat did you enjoy most about the breakout sessions?  

KK: I attended the breakout sessions focused on hom elessness. I 
appreciated the mix of perspectives from current medical students, researchers, 
academicians, service providers, and others involved with the issue. The sessions 
provided a great opportunity to brainstorm ideas to build greater awareness and 
knowledge in medical education about the unique challenges of providing health care 
to people experiencing homelessness. I think we all agreed that creating 
opportunities for students to interact directly with people experiencing homelessness 
– through street outreach, mobile outreach vans, shelters, drop-in centers, and 
clinics – is a valuable part of medical training. 

 

This month our Communities of 
Practice Director, Katherine 
Brown, EdD had the opportunity 
to interview Ken Kraybill who is 
the Director of Training for t3 
(think. teach. transform.), the 
Center for Social Innovation’s 
training institute dedicated to 
improving the quality of care pro-
vided to marginalized and vulner-
able people. 



 Interview with Ken Kraybill, MSW

(continued) 

KB: During the Com m unities of Practice presentation in the large group, 
we shared our products which include the video vignettes. Please share with me your 
thoughts about the vignettes as they relate to medical education and any insights that 
you would like to share. 

KK: I think the vignettes provide a pow erful opportunity for  learning. It ’s 
important to hear people give voice to their own experiences and views, particularly 
when they have all-too-often been disregarded and disrespected by individual 
providers and the health care system as a whole. Hopefully, over time this awareness 
will lead to meeting face-to-face and working in partnership with these groups to 
improve the health care delivery system. 

KB: W ould you recom m end the Com m unities of Practice Conference to 
others? 

KK: Yes, absolutely. 

KB: How  to you see your  role as a CoP Mem ber in the year  to com e?  

KK: I look forw ard to being both a learner  and a contr ibutor  as w e share 
our perspectives and expertise. 

KB: How  can people learn m ore about you and the work that you are 
doing? 

KK: I invite folks to visit several websites:  

Center for Social Innovation http://center4si.com/ 

t3 (think. teach. transform) training institute http://us.thinkt3.com/ 

For an array of excellent podcasts http://us.thinkt3.com/podcast 

KB: W hat are your  thoughts on the utilization of social m edia to engage 
our Communities of Practice? 

KK: I have to admit I ’ve not been an enthusiastic adopter of using social media, 
but I do recognize its value. 

KB: Is there anything else that you would like to share that I have not 
asked you? 

KK: Perhaps a quote that I’ve come to appreciate: “Here is what we seek: a 
compassion that can stand in awe of what (people) have to carry rather than stand in 
judgment about how they carry it.” – Fr. Greg Boyle, Tattoos on the Heart  

KB: Thank you again for  your  tim e, w e look forw ard to w orking with you.  

http://center4si.com/
http://us.thinkt3.com/
http://us.thinkt3.com/podcast


MEET THE TEAM  

Faculty 
Patricia Matthews-Juarez, PhD 
Project Director, Professor, 
Department of Family and Community Medicine 
School of Medicine 

Paul Juarez, PhD 
Professor and Vice Chair of Research, Director, 
Division of Primary Care Training Research, 
Department of Family and Community Medicine  
School of Medicine 

Katherine Y. Brown, EdD , OTR/L 
Director, Communities of Practice, National Center for Medical 
Education, Development and Research. 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Family and Community Medicine 
School of Medicine 

Wansoo Im, PhD 
Data Manager, Associate Professor, 
Department of Family and Community Medicine 
School of Medicine 

Robert Lyle Cooper, PhD 
Research Investigator, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Family and Community Medicine 
School of Medicine 

Matthew C. Morris, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Department of Family and Community Medicine 
School of Medicine 

Aramandla Ramesh, PhD 
Associate Professor, Senior Scientist, Biochemistry and Cancer 
Biology, 
School of Medicine 

Mohammad Tabatabai, PhD 
Professor, Biostatistics, Graduate Studies and Research 

Consultants  

Leandro Mena, MD, MPH 
Associate Professor of Medicine, 
Infectious Diseases at UMMC 

Beth Shinn, PhD 
Professor of Human and Organizational Development 
Vanderbilt University, Peabody College  

Thomas A. Arcury, PhD 
Professor and Vice Chair for Research, 
Department of Family and Community Medicine Director,  
Center for Worker Health 
Wake Forest School of Medicine 

Research Assistants 

 
Michael Paul, MPH 
Research Assistant Sr. 
Department of Family and Community Medicine 



Can you name one of the National Center for Medical Education, 

Development and Research goals? 

To conduct system-level research of evidence-based interventions for vul-

nerable populations to inform primary care training.  

 

For more information visit: www.ncmedr.org 

 

Let’s Stay Connected! 

Click the icons below to visit us on social media. 

Please join our pages and don’t forget to use our hashtags 

#communitiesofpractice #NCMEDR_Meharry 

About the National Center for Medical Education, Development and Re-

search (NCMEDR) 

Meharry Medical College was recently funded by the Health Resources 

and Services Administration (HRSA) to establish a new academic admin-

istrative unit under grant number UH1HP30348. The new center is an 

academic unit (AU) housed in the Department of Family and Community 

Medicine at Meharry Medical College through a cooperative agreement 

with HRSA to evaluate the evidence-base for primary care interventions 

targeting vulnerable populations to transform primary care training in 

medical education and clinical practice in Tennessee and within the United 

States. The goal of the center is to transform primary care training and 

clinical practice in the United States through curriculum transformation in 

primary care.   

 

Mission  

To use a systems-level research framework to identify and evaluate prima-

ry care interventions targeting vulnerable populations in order to be effec-

tive in transforming primary care training and clinical practice to enhance 

models of care for vulnerable populations. 

  

Vision  

To enhance primary care training for health care professionals in improv-

ing the quality of health for vulnerable populations. 

 

  

Disclaimer: This project is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) under grant number UH1HP30348, entitled aca-

demic Units for Primary Care Training and Enhancement. This information or content and conclusions 

are those of the author and should not be construed as the official position or policy of, nor should any 

endorsements be inferred by HRSA, HHS or the U.S. Government. 

Share your story 

We want to hear from you. Have you received an award? Will you 

be presenting at a conference? Are you hosting a conference? 

Please e-mail: Katherine Brown Kbrown@mmc.edu. The deadline 

for each newsletter is the 1st of each month. 

http://ncmedr.org/admin

