
CoP Director Welcome  

Welcome to the April 2018 Communities of Practice Newsletter. April has been an exciting 

month at the National Center for Medical Education, Development and Research. Research is 

at the core of the Communities of Practice at the National Center for Medical Education, Devel-

opment and Research. This month we would like to highlight some of the activities that we have 

participated in as well as one of the members of our research team. This month we would like to 

introduce you to Dr. Paul Juarez  who is a Professor, Vice Chair of Research, and Director of 

the Division of Primary Care Training Research. Dr. Juarez’s contributions add value to our 

center, medical students, patients, community, and those who benefit from the outcomes of his 

work. We are honored to have such an amazing team that works hard for us each day. Thank 

you Dr. Juarez! 

 

Please visit our website www.ncmedr.org to view our virtual calendar and sign up for webinars 

and other educational opportunities. The success of our Communities of Practice happens be-

cause of active member engagement. We thank you for staying connected with us via our 

newsletter, social media, webinars, weekly meetings, and on campus events. Our commitment 

to transforming medical education for vulnerable populations is an ongoing process and we 

embrace this journey each day thanks to you. 

This year progresses our goal continues to include the enhancement of communication among 
our established communities of practice that will promote the widespread enhancement of a 
high quality, primary care workforce and produce better health outcomes for LGBT, homeless 
and migrant worker populations. With your support, this is possible. Thank you for staying con-
nected with us. We look forward to working with you in 2018.   
 
Sincerely,  

 
Dr. Katherine Y. Brown, Director, Communities of Practice 

NATIONAL CENTER FOR MEDICAL  

EDUCATION, DEVELOPMENT, AND  

RESEARCH 

April 2018 Edition 
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Welcome to the April 2018 Communities of Practice Newsletter  

Publisher’s Note 
We are excited to present the April 2018 edition 

of our Communities of Practice newsletter. March 

was a very informative month.  We hope you 

enjoy this newsletter. We would like to thank you 

for your continuous support; and we look forward 

to all of the great things that result from our 

Communities of Practice.  

Thank You 

 

Practice is a shared history of 

learning. Practice is conversa-

tional. 'Communities of Practice' 

are groups of people who share 

a concern (domain) or a passion 

for something they do and learn 

how to do it better (practice) as 

they interact regularly 

(community).  

-Etienne Wenger 

http://www.ncmedr.org


April, 2018 
Beyond Flexner: April 9-11, 2018 

Atlanta, Georgia  

Top Left: Dr. Paul Juarez 

Top Right: Dr. Aramandla Ramesh converses with conference partici-

pants 

Top Left: Dr. Patricia-Mathews Juarez, Dr. Katherine Y. Brown, Dr. Wansoo Im, Mr. 

Michael Paul  

Top Right: Dr. Aramandla Ramesh stands next to his post presentation which 

focused on the  environmentally-driven health disparities.  

Ms. Julia Watson converses with 

a conference participant on her 

team’s poster presentation  

A Presentation on Public Health 

Equity  by Dr. Cheryl Holder 

Dr. Andrew Young delivering the 

keynote presentation. 

Dr. David Satcher speaking at 

the  Conference Rapporteurs and 

Town Hall. 

Dr. Katherine Brown present-

ed 3 times on “Leveraging 

Social Media to Engage Com-

munities of Practice” 

Xavier University’s 11th Annual Health Disparity Conference 

New Orleans, Louisiana  

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS 



9th Annual Lloyd C. Elam Symposium: April 24, 2009 

Top: Nurse practitioner Karen L. Golden, MSN, FNP-BC, center, is honored as Elam 
Employee of the year, Meharry Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences. At left 
is Samuel R. Scales, clinical director of the Elam Mental Health Center and Dr. Lloyda 
Williamson, professor and chair. 
Above left: Dr. Williamson with Dr. Edna Lockert who was honored for her 44 years 
of service. 
Above right: Dr. Williamson with Ms. Clara Elam, wife of Meharry’s sixth president, 
Lloyd C. Elam, M.D. 



Health Month Highlights 

National Day of Silence: April, 27, 

GLSEN (pronounced "glisten") was founded in 1990 

by a small, but dedicated group of teachers in Massa-

chusetts who came together to improve an education 

system that too frequently allows its lesbian, gay, bi-

sexual, transgender, queer and questioning (LGBTQ) 

students to be bullied, discriminated against, or fall 

through the cracks. Over 25 years later, that small 

group has grown into the leading national education 

National Public Health Week: April 2-6, 2018 

Everyone deserves to live a long and healthy life in a safe 

environment. To make this happen, we must tackle the 

causes of poor health and disease risk among individuals 

and within our communities. Where we live, work, worship 

and play impacts each of use and can determine our health 

and how long we live. In the workplace, let's partner across 

public and private sectors to make sure decisions are made 

with the public's health in mind.  National Public Health 

National Transgender HIV Testing Day: March 31, 2018  

This day is an oppor-

tunity to focus on HIV 

testing, prevention, 

and treatment among 

transgender people. It 

encourages local test-

ing events and testing 

campaigns to in-

crease HIV status 

awareness in 

transgender popula-

tions.  



Paul D. Juarez, PhD, Professor of Family and 

Community Medicine and Director of the Health 

Disparities 

Research Center of Excellence at Meharry Medical 

College 

 
Dr. Juarez is nationally recognized for his research in health dis-
parities, particularly in the area of injury prevention, and for us-
ing community based participatory research methods. He was 
appointed in December 2016 as Chair, Advisory Committee on 
Minority Health, Office of Minority Health, and US Department of 
Health and Human Services. Dr. Juarez has been at the fore-
front nationally in using the exposome paradigm to identify the 
mechanisms and pathways through which environmental expo-
sures ‘get under the skin.’ 

He has led a transdisciplinary team that has pioneered efforts 
that look at the effects of the natural, built, and social environ-
ments on health and health disparities at critical developmental 
periods across the lifespan and in applying “big data” computa-
tional methods and analytics to population health. Dr. Juarez 
has published widely on topics of the exposome, youth violence, 
health equity, and community engagement. 

Map of the Month: Opioids  
 
Opioid-related drug abuse is a growing public health con-
cern in the United States. Unrestrained prescribing prac-
tices of opioid-related has contributed to the nation facing 
a national drug overdose epidemic. Over the past decade, 
the number of opioid overdose deaths have also rapidly 
grown. Due to the role of physician interaction with pa-
tients, it is essential that physicians are aware of this issue 
and know how to respond. Using geographical information 
services, doctors and public health professionals are able 
to access the CDC database to create a map to illustrate 
the changes in opioid prescribing practices. 
 
Looking at the “2016 Opioid Prescribing Rates” map, one 
can see there is a higher rate of opioid prescription in the 
southeast region as well as northern California, Oregon 
and Washington State, but there are lower prescription 
rates in Washington State, New York and Florida. Looking 
at the “Percent Change Opioid Prescribing Rates” map, 
one can see areas of both increase and decrease in the 
prescribing rates. The majority of the map shows an over-
all increase in prescribing rates. The Midwest and the 
Southern states, especially Tennessee show the largest 
increase in prescribing rates. States like California, Flori-
da, Maine, and West Virginia show the largest decrease in 
prescribing rates. 

NCMEDR Faculty Highlight 



MEET THE TEAM  

Faculty 

Patricia Matthews-Juarez, PhD 
Project Director, Professor, 
Department of Family and Community Medicine 
School of Medicine 

Paul Juarez, PhD 
Professor and Vice Chair of Research, Director, 
Division of Primary Care Training Research, 
Department of Family and Community Medicine  
School of Medicine 

Katherine Y. Brown, EdD , OTR/L 
Director, Communities of Practice, National Center for Medical 
Education, Development and Research. 
Department of Family and Community Medicine 
School of Medicine 

Wansoo Im, PhD 
Data Manager, Associate Professor, 
Department of Family and Community Medicine 
School of Medicine 

Robert Lyle Cooper, PhD 
Research Investigator, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Family and Community Medicine 
School of Medicine 

Matthew C. Morris, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Department of Family and Community Medicine 
School of Medicine 

Aramandla Ramesh, PhD 
Associate Professor, Senior Scientist, Biochemistry and Cancer Biology, 
School of Medicine 

Mohammad Tabatabai, PhD 
Professor, Biostatistics, Graduate Studies and Research 

Consultants  

Leandro Mena, MD, MPH 
Associate Professor of Medicine, 
Infectious Diseases at UMMC 

Beth Shinn, PhD 
Professor of Human and Organizational Development 
Vanderbilt University, Peabody College  

Thomas A. Arcury, PhD 
Professor and Vice Chair for Research, 
Department of Family and Community Medicine Director,  
Center for Worker Health 
Wake Forest School of Medicine 

Research Assistants 

Julia Watson, MSPH 
Research Assistant Sr. 
Department of Family and Community Medicine 
 
Michael Paul, MPH 
Research Assistant Sr. 
Department of Family and Community Medicine 



Can you name our year one research topics?  

 Identify how medical schools are teaching students to ad-

dress implicit physician bias towards vulnerable popula-

tions; and 

 Find out how they are preparing students to introduce preventive measures such 

as Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) to vulnerable patients in order to prevent 

HIV. 

 Click here to visit our website and learn more about our work. 

Let’s Stay Connected! 

Click the icons below to visit us on social media. 

Please join our pages and don’t forget to use our hashtags #communitiesofpractice 

#NCMEDR_Meharry 

About the National Center for Medical Education, Development and Re-

search (NCMEDR) 

Meharry Medical College was recently funded by the Health Resources and 

Services Administration (HRSA) to establish a new academic administrative 

unit under grant number UH1HP30348. The new center is an academic unit 

(AU) housed in the Department of Family and Community Medicine at Me-

harry Medical College through a cooperative agreement with HRSA to evalu-

ate the evidence-base for primary care interventions targeting vulnerable 

populations to transform primary care training in medical education and clini-

cal practice in Tennessee and within the United States. The goal of the cen-

ter is to transform primary care training and clinical practice in the United 

States through curriculum transformation in primary care.   

 

Mission  
 
To use a systems-level research framework to identify and evaluate 
primary care interventions targeting vulnerable populations in order 
to be effective in transforming primary care training and clinical prac-
tice to enhance models of care for vulnerable populations. 
  
Vision  
 
To enhance primary care training for health care professionals in 
improving the quality of health for vulnerable populations. 
 
 
  
Disclaimer: This project is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 
of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) under grant number UH1HP30348, 
entitled academic Units for Primary Care Training and Enhancement. This information or content 
and conclusions are those of the author and should not be construed as the official position or 
policy of, nor should any endorsements be inferred by HRSA, HHS or the U.S. Government. 

Share your story 

We want to hear from you. Have you received an award? Will you be presenting 

at a conference? Are you hosting a conference? Please e-mail: Katherine 

Brown Kbrown@mmc.edu. The deadline for each newsletter is the 1st of each 

month. 

http://ncmedr.org/admin
http://ncmedr.org/admin

